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This has been a great year for the Veterans who have stopped by for assistance from our volunteers.  We have worked over 6000 Veterans and widows since January 1st with another 600 or so that we will see in month of December. Of these veterans most have or will be receiving benefits from the Veterans Administration for their injuries that occurred or were caused by their military service. The most common of these has been Hearing Loss and Tinnitus followed by the many types of injuries from accidents. We are seeing an increase in the number of Viet-Nam veterans who have developed some of the 15 or so diseases that are presumptive to exposure to the Chemicals in Agent Orange. If you have not taken the Agent Orange exam offered by the Oklahoma City VA Hospital, we recommend that you stop by and let us help you to be scheduled for it. 

  
 We continually hear about Veterans who received a VA rating for their disabilities and did not return to visit with one of our volunteers about other benefits that they or their families could be entitled to. One of the most important benefits available for those rated at the 100% rate would be Champ VA which is free medical insurance for a veteran’s spouse. There is also free life insurance that could be available to those who qualify.  In the State of Oklahoma, veteran’s rated at 100% disability qualify for Oklahoma sales tax and property tax exemption.  For those at the 100% rating there are also education benefits for your spouse and children who are going to college. For those rated at 60% we can help you to file for the unemployabilaty benefit which is payable at the 100% rate.  Veterans rated at over 50% are able to receive two car tags a year for $6. Veterans at this rate also qualify for a free Oklahoma State hunting and fishing license. For those veterans who are rated at 30% or higher there are benefits and monies available for dependents.   

Veterans are urged to take a copy of your rating decision to the VA Hospital to ensure you are not paying too much for your prescriptions.  


Please do not go to the Oklahoma City VA Hospital Audio Department for any reason.  Some of our Veterans went up to try and get those free hearing aids and then lost their VA Compensation for hearing loss. Some of those working there feel that no Veteran deserves any compensation for this condition and will send the Regional office an evaluation showing no hearing loss. I have made the Oklahoma City VA Hospital aware of this practice to no avail. I cannot say it enough. Please do not go to their Audio Clinic.  


Our Veterans Memorial in Goldsby has been dedicated and is a huge success for our community. Over 300 bricks with your Veteran’s name and branch of service have been laid around the outer perimeter. We are in the planning stages of adding 2 more rows of bricks to each side of the sidewalk leading up to the memorial. This will allow several hundred more Veterans to be recognized for their military service. The cost of the bricks are $30 each and can be ordered from Mr. Harold Harvell by contacting him at 405 -596-8755 or seeing him on Thursdays at the Goldsby Community Center.


 This year we spent a total of $53,000 in donations for the benefit of our Veterans. A quick breakdown shows donations for Veterans was $13,980, burial expenses $1706.00, Medical and Doctor expenses$ 12,000, meals, $8000.00, and office supplies $6,000.00.  Veteran’s Corner does not give cash to anyone.  All donations given out were for rents, propane and other necessary expenses and all requests for assistance must be approved by two or more board members. Veteran’s Corner is now a 501(3)c non-profit. If you would like to help us to fulfill our mission please contact Mr. Ray Harden at 405-408-6950 or send mail to Veteran’s Corner PO Box 704 Washington OK 73093.         
Thank you for your Support!  Dale k. Graham- 405-550-8806, VFW Service Officer.

